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Online MBA Launches
at ASU
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1 edgelab Gives Students
Experience in Real-Time

In 2000, GE Capital created edgelab, o pro-
prictary facility for the company, in
partnership with the University of
Connecticut’s School of Business
Administration on its Stamford
campus. The facility is home to the
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Connecticut Information Technology
Institute, a development center that
works closcly with the Stamford busi-
ness community. In addition, edgelab
ofters students the opportunity to
work directly with GE associates to
create tech-related business solutions,
in addition to providing them with
much led technology training

Although the facility does
include an e-classroom where stu-
dents acquire technology training,
the facility is not so much a class-
roOm as it is a true idea lab, says
Chris Kalish, edgelab’s director and
chief technology officer. Students
working in the 12,000-square-foot
edgelab facility have access to 80
workstations, 12 computer servers,
and 12 PDAs, as well as UConn's
wireless nerwork and GE's internal
network. Since edgelab’s launch,
the experience the students have
been able to receive has been as
real as iv gets, he says.
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tend to be fairly high-risk in terms
of their outcome. Their implemen-
tation may be very new or centered

d product develog »
Kalish explains. A typical project
madel is a combination of expertise
from the sponsoring GE business,
academic literature and teaching, Six
Sigma techniques, and the studems’
own creativity, he adds,

So far students have worked on
projects as involved as the develop-
ment of a biometric scanner, in
which a computer scans a person’s
physical artributes to recognize his
or her identity. Such technology is
in its very early stages, says Kalish,
but through edgelab, students can
get in on the ground floor.

“Students, faculty, and GE pro-
fessionals work very inti ly with
these projects, as far as doing test
cases and working on design princi-
ples,” says Kalish. So far, the imple-
mentation rate of the projects that
students have worked on has been
“close to 100 percent.”

I ‘Netcentric’ Behavioral Lab
Test-Markets Tech

The Robert H. Smith School of Business

at the University of Marvland in

College Tark has opened the
Netcentrie Behavioral Laboratory
the third component of the business
schion Netcentricity Laboratory
Netcentricity also includes the
school™s Supply Chain Management
Center and the Netcentric Financial
Markets Laborator
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